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▪ ‘Most sustainable’ settlements are those where 
there are a greater range of services and facilities 
more easily accessible 

▪ The hierarchy does not determine on its own 
how much growth could take place in a 
settlement – this hierarchy is considered 
alongside environmental issues, physical 
constraints, land availability and other factors 

▪ Where there are Tier 1-4 settlements with no 
proposed sites, development could be proposed 
within the settlement confines, subject to other 
policies in the Plan

▪ Tier 5 settlements could have development 
through the Rural Exception Sites policy or 
through a Neighbourhood Plan.  


