
Why does Tonbridge & Malling need a Local Plan and what are we 
required to do?  
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▪ There is a legal requirement to have a Local Plan 
▪ Development is coming forward ad-hoc and is developer led. 

This will continue until an adopted plan is in place and is 
likely to mean that the Council will have to spend money 
defending appeals and potentially also paying costs for the 
developers who bring those appeals. 

▪ The Government also mandates a housing figure – called 
Objectively Assessed Need – for each Council to deliver. These 
figures were updated in December 2024 and at present the 
Council’s overall need is 1,097 properties per annum. 

▪ If the borough don’t have a Plan, then it is at risk of 
Government intervention – this may ultimately result in 
powers being removed to determine where sites are 
allocated 


